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“Sky Cops,’’ Praised by U. S. Navy, Now
Ready for Any Job That Comes Along
From Patrolling Airways to Catching,
Criminals Escaping on Outbound Ships
—First Job Regulating ‘“‘Air Traffic’’

By Don Allen

Oepyrieht, 122 (New York Bvening World)
by Fress Publishing Company

EW YORK'S intrepiu
sky cops, so long the
targvt of paragraphic
ites and the butts of
ey many carionms,
have af last nose.
§ dived Into thelr own.

In fuct, the millen-
nium must be here, or
hereabouts, far the
United States Navy hay, for the first
time on record, praleed something that
In not wholly of the navy

Aftor laxying up from Washington
recently, o Committes of Investigs-

tion from the United States Navy
went over the N, Y, C, P, A, R, with
a rediaped fine-togth comb, stood

aghast am its membors were thrilled
by the alr mntica of the police aces
of the air, und then returned and In
calm, dlspassionale words announced
o the Navy Department that *"New
York's alr police is the model avia-
ton reserve which the navy should
use s 4 standard for the establish-
ment of other reserve organizations
throughout the country.*

When the Chlef of the Bureau of
Aervnautics down in Washington
partly recovered from his murprise at
the opening bomb dropped by Lieut,
F. W. Nellson, U5, 8. N., and who
had done most of the Inspecting, the
officer pointed out another oryptic
parngraph in his report and which
read:

“The New York Unit contains about
forty men. Thers are also about 120
men in trulning as pilots and aviation
machanics. The condition of the N-9
Lype tralnlng planes turned over to
the unit last spring I8 such as might
serve as o leason in plane muainte-
nance 1o the aviation units of the reg-
ular establishment.**

The subjeot of this little yarn oame
bobbing up before us the other day as
we wWore passing n garage in front of
wlilch stood o sign In glaring red let-
tars nnd wlilch read:

“"FREE AIR."

Naturaily, In these days ANY-
THING free would start a line of
thought duing u Tennyson. From
somewhere up in the domaln of the
eapgle und carrier pigeon there came
the soft, staccatie purr of a plane.
Unee in awhile the folk below could
eatch the guttural, tubsrculons ocugh
of a second nir boat, as the two aped
on almost neck and neck. The whees-
Ing plane's pllot started stusting
directly over the centre of the ity
and the four or five out of the half
milllon on the street just below him
who bothered to look up gasped. Thas
following plane went into an Immel-
man turn and brought up almost nose
£0 nose with the carsening ons. Down
fo within a couple hundrod foet glided
both planes and from the struts of the
follower thoss who were looking could
#se the Police Department fag
starched out by the breeze.

We had seen our first pinch made
by an alr traffic cop. Being Interest-
®d, we looked the matter up,

It was easy to learn who the Ariwer
of the police plune was. Major C.
Anderson Wright, resplendent In a
uniform of dirty, greasy unionalls;
his face smudged with eylindor oll,
but shining forth on his left breast
& eopper's golden badge,

And It was from Major Wright,
ens of the mainstays of the polics
alr force, that ws learned who and
what the unit ls—and why,

“Most folks don't know what the
N. Y. C. P. A. R Is,"” mused the
Major, now dolled up in the natty
navy biue regalia of the alr oop,
“Iln fact, most folks think we're &
pald force who drive planes up mnd
down the main streets and into alley-
ways In aecarch of sneal thieveas.
Wall, we are not. We mnever have
Fecelved opw cent for our labor, and
mever will. In fact, we find it neces-
Bary to pay dues in order to take care
of some of the petly SXpansen.

"1t's rather hard to understand Just
what the real dutles of alr polics are

But did you ever stop to think that
If & bank robber should pucceed In
robbing & bank of many thousands
snd puccessfully reached a big lnar
st the moment of salling and was
viell oul L0 sea Jjust how much a

r. =

polica plane could 4o in the way of
overtaking the liner and bringing the
man back® Few even think of this
simple ittt Lrick

“Fewer still weem to realize fust
what it menns o have some foullinrdy
aviator stunting over their hends. And
It is Just this foolish, and many thimes
deadiy Aying, that we are out to stop
We don't especinily enre what happens
to thoe avinlor who stunis over a
crowid, but we most certninly do care
whnt happens to the crowd, and we're
out to clear the skies of reckleoss flyerm,
Just us the trafMe cop is out to rid the
streets of reckless avtomobilists,

"Deputy Commissioner Rodman
Wunamaker, who I8 now In Paris, In
the man who is responailie for our
unit's being. It is his idea; he has
tponsored it and belped us In overy
way. Just befors he sailed away he
gnve us A heart-to-heart talk, the gist
of which was to Ykeep New York's air
clean.'”” And we're out to do it, evan
if we have to open fire on all fool
Avintors who break the low-flying and
stunting-over crowds ordinunoes,

"We have bheen u unit for about
four years and were overjoyed when
the Navy Comimittee gave us such a
wonderful recommendation to  thelr
chief. But, even If 1 do say It my-
self, every man In the unit, from In.
spector James Dwyer, in command,
right down 10 the mwest mechnanician
recrult, deserves all the eredit thay
can got. We all work hard: we all
work earnsatly, and the 8ky Polles in
our fetish. W are all in it from an
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cliovies to deml-tasse wnd for
ENY smergency.

"We have a wonderful ground
#chool on Greenwich Btreet, whare
young men between the ages of asv-

enteen and twenty-one are taken In as

ready

Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.

7" Cadeis overhauling Lisut
\{Jlane at Police

Airdrome &

S Lisut

Major John Gana Jr.,
Major Donald Van de
Major Augustus Post, Comma
Major Horace Keane, Chisf
Capt. Theodore H. Bridgman.

Lieut,
Lisut.
Lisut,

Lisut.
Lisut.
Lisut.

Clauds R. Collins.
Oscar H. Berthold.
Fredeorick Klsin,
John W, Semler.
Arthur C, Werther.
Herbert R. Gane.

PILOTS, ENGINEERS, INSTRUCTORS.

Thomas F. Quirk.
Arthur L. Grode.
Laigh J. Bair,
William G. Brewer.
Edward F, Frost.
William L, Pureell,
Thomas B, Belsjos,
. L. A. Eastman,

Water,

OFFICERED PERSONNEL
Aviation Division Reserves,
Police Department, City of New York.

OFFICIALS OF REGULAR POLICE DEPARTMENT.
Special Police Commissioner Rodman Wanamaker, in oharge of
Police Ressrves.

Inspector John F. Dwyer, Aid to the Commissioner.
Major John F. Brennan, Attache from Police Department.

AVIATION DIVISION OFFICERS.
STAFF,

Col. Frank O'Keafs, Commanding Officer,

Col. Charles J. Glidden, Chief of Staff.

Major C. Anderson Wright, Exeoutive Offlesr,
Lisut. Frederick Starr, Adjutant,

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS.

Chief Enginsering Officen

Commander, Heavier Than Alr Unit.
nder, Lighter Than Al Unit.

of Design and Conatruction,

Capt. Herbert Sohiff.
Capt, Bernard Bandler.
Capt, Sidney Clark,
Capt. James J. Horeau.
Capt. Livingston Allan.
Capt. Paul Mitohelli,
Capt, Walter Hinton.

Lisut., Eugena H. Caplan.
Lisut. James K. Dobbe.
Lisut, A, 8. Dennss

Lisut. Austin Les Carboura.
Lisut. Edward H. Acres.
Lisut, R, J. Hefti.

Lisut, Louis Haftl.

Lisut F. Gerber.

Tecruits and either dreiiled ws pllots or,
If they want to keep one fool on the
kround, are moulded Into aviation me.
chanles. One I8 Just as necessary s
the other. If any one has any doubts
as to the value of the work of the
non-flyers in our unit, let him gaie
upon that portion of the Navy's re-
port anant the conditlon of our two
planes. These planes camo to us Ka
pure junk, as the term Is used by
fiyers, and now see whut the Navy
experts think of them. We hava
taken the junk and made renl planoa
of them. And, just mull this over In
yYour mind: The pllots of this unit
have been In the wlr mere than b.000
fiying hours without a slngle crush
Wa have flown with messages; WwWo
have flown down the bay to maoot In-
coming notables or bid the alty's
guestsa Godypeod; wo have chased air-
ordinance violators; we have demon
strated In hundreds of ways Just what
sarvice a police alr foree can be—and
in 6,000 hours of actual Aying time we
huve never had a crash,

“Our fiying fNeld at Fort Hamilton
In one of the best In the country, and
we have a landing place for seaplinns
&t the foot of West 824 Hireot and the
North Hiver. We have trained more
than 200 men to fly and they nre
ready to tnke to the air at a mo-
ment's notice, That wouldn't bes &
bad asset In oase of any serious trou-
ble, now, would 1t?

“Our pllots, that ta, our tralning
pllota, are all men with war records
they and the country ara proud of—
men of nerve and Innards that are
rendy for any duty, no matter how
hnzardous, they may be called on to
parform,

"And the men at the head of our

unit! Look at thelr names—the big.
gEost  in aviation! And yet some
doubting Thomasens ars still asking

*Well, what has the sky cop <1"l§"‘-’
Aod what oan he do?7' There's Co
Fraonk O'Kesfe, our commanding offi-

‘?_ i O worawoed ¢ uiorewdon ¢
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Major
C.Anderson
WRIGHT .

oy e i one of the foremotl eny

necrs in the countey and is caned
with the Harbor Division of he G
of New York: and Col. Chrles
Glldden, Chief of Staff, fasous

one of the plonsers In aviaton,
as the organizer of the wold's
mous Aerial Tour Bomrd, aswsll
fthe famous sutomoblle toum,
Glldden served with distinotin as
afficer in the Army Alr Berice
holds a commission In the Amy
serve, Then comes Capt. W
Flight Commander, He
nous dirman with fourtea
of Nivy Alr Servies to his cadit,
the pllot of the NC-4 on
transatiantle Alght, and Inte on
country-wide recrulting fligk. :
whs alyo one of the alrmen bet in
navy ballvon In the wilds of Janad
Cupt. Theodore Bridman, M
Commander, I8 one of the earll
clvilinn flyers in the country ind ong
of the few men who now fleato
from business practically sverr day,

“Then comes Capt. Clauds Zollig
Flight Commander, a former Arg
pilot; founder and President of th
Avintion Club of Phlladelphia and ¢
ganider of the Philadelphia At Po
Laoat, but not least, |s Major Don
Van De Water, Chlef Pilot of
Aviation Division Resorve anl form
naval flyer, as fine & pliot aa
handled a stick,

With such men st the eon
stick of the N. Y. C. P, A. L. R
up to & single soul to ask, "WHAT
can do.' But fust let ‘em yateh**

Yon, werily! After waching
New York sky eope cleanhig up
trufMic and wfter talking with M
C. Anderson Wright, wa oe forced
give out this warning: et

The sky cop'll olt yer of yer don'd
ixatelh gul)

Invidentally, Readsr, the Is the ﬂr.l'
wlory ever written aboul the Aerial
Folioe that hasn't rveferrd to ‘em
“Ay cope, which, s isll, W 4
BOME regopd,
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